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by their creator with the unalienable rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Every
conflict and battle our Nation has ever faced
can be traced to our commitment to this core
self-evident truth. It has made us the beacon
of hope for the entire world. It is who we are.

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed again
to honor that commitment. We failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died without the
protection we should have been giving them.

But perhaps tonight, Madam Speaker,
maybe someone new who heard this sunset
memorial will finally realize that abortion really
does kill a baby, that it hurts mothers in ways
that we can never express, and that 12,806
days spent killing nearly 50 million unborn chil-
dren in America is enough; and that this Na-
tion is great enough to find a better way than
abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are numbered and that all too
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we hear the cries
of the unborn at last. May that be the day we
find the humanity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of these, our
tiny American brothers and sisters, from this
murderous scourge upon our Nation called
abortion on demand.

It is February 14, 2008—12,806 days since
Roe v. Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children—
this, in the land of free and the home of the
brave.

ARMS SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, as part of
the Gulf Security Dialogue between the Gulf
States and the United States, the President
has proposed the commercial sale of a num-
ber of significant U.S-produced weapon sys-
tems that the President believes will contribute
to U.S. national security in the Gulf Region.

There has been a good deal of controversy
surrounding these proposed arms sales in-
cluded in the Gulf Security Dialogue, and, in
particular, the sale of Joint Direct Attack Muni-
tions (JDAMs) to Saudi Arabia.

The Foreign Affairs Committee has taken
the reported concerns seriously. The Com-
mittee has held four highly classified briefings
on the Gulf Security Dialogue. As part of this
ongoing dialogue, Chairman Lantos asked the
Secretary of State to provide to the Com-
mittee, in writing, additional assurances that
can be released publicly that this sale will not
threaten our interests or those of our friends in
the region. Chairman Lantos received a letter
with these assurances from the Secretary of
State.

Madam Speaker, as the Acting Chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, | ask that this
letter be printed in full in the RECORD so that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

all of our colleagues in the Congress can be
aware of the assurances which the Committee
has received.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
Washington, DC, February 6, 2008.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
regarding the proposed sale of Joint Direct
Attack Munitions (JDAMs) to Saudi Arabia
under the rubric of the Gulf Security Dia-
logue. Over the last year, we have consulted
closely with Congress and our partners in
the region on the proposed sale. This sale is
important to U.S. national interests in the
Gulf region. It will strengthen our relation-
ship with Saudi Arabia and will enhance re-
gional security and stability.

The United States has offered for sale a
number of military goods to friendly govern-
ments in the region to support U.S. inter-
ests. In preparing these sales, we have
worked closely with our friends in the region
to ensure the proposed transfers strengthen
stability and security regarding potential
challenges from Iran or other threats in the
region. We have consulted closely about this
sale with Israel and remain committed to
the preservation of Israel’s qualitative mili-
tary edge. I can assure you that the sale of
JDAMs to Saudi Arabia will not affect
Israel’s qualitative military edge. The Gov-
ernment of Israel understands the reasons
for this sale and does not object to it.

We are mindful of the sensitivity of some
of the technology being transferred, and will
continue to keep Congress informed on the
details of this sale, particularly of any
changes in the arrangements we have briefed
the committee. We have had, and will con-
tinue to have, thorough discussions with the
Government of Saudi Arabia regarding its
obligations resulting from this sale. As a re-
sult of these discussions, we are confident
that the Government of Saudi Arabia will
undertake all necessary measures to secure
these weapons and to assure their use only in
ways which we support. In particular, the
Government of Saudi Arabia will provide
adequate security for the JDAMs such that
these weapons will not fall into the hands of
other nations or groups. Moreover, the Gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia will ensure that
these weapons will not be used against U.S.
forces or the forces of U.S. allies.

I hope this resolves any concerns that
might exist about this sale. We would be
happy to discuss further with you, if you de-
sire. We look forward to working with you to
secure the advancement of U.S. interests in
the Gulf region.

Sincerely,
CONDOLEEZZA RICE.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, | rise to
inform you that | was unavoidably detained in
my district over the past few days to come to
the floor of the House of Representatives to
cast my vote on certain rollcall votes.

Had | been present, | would have voted the
following way:

| would have voted “aye” for rollcall Nos. 43
through 45, rollcall Nos. 48 through 51, and
rolicall Nos. 53 through 57.

| would have voted “nay” for rollcall Nos.
46, 47, 52.

February 14, 2008

REMEMBERING RAFIQ HARIRI AND
THE IMPORTANCE OF LEBANON

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in a mixture of sadness and outrage to
commemorate the third anniversary of Rafiq
Hariri’'s assassination. Sadness because the
former Prime Minister, a man of vision and
courage, was cut down in his prime as he
stood up for the idea of a Lebanon as a nation
free from external control, a sovereign, united
and independent Lebanon that would regain
its rightful place among the nations of the Mid-
dle East.

Three years ago a massive car bomb de-
prived the Hariri family of a husband and fa-
ther and deprived the Lebanese people of a
leader. It would prove to be the first in a
dozen political assassinations that have
plagued that nation for the last three years or-
chestrated by the enemies of a free and
democratic Lebanon.

And it is this fact, Madam Speaker that fills
me with outrage and should fill all our col-
leagues with outrage as well. Lebanon’s future
continues to be strangled by Iran and Syria
whose agents Hezbollah, Amal and Michel
Aoun, try to take through violence and intimi-
dation what they cannot achieve at the ballot
box. The slow strangulation of the state has
left Lebanon without a President for almost 3
months, paralyzing the nation and raising the
specter of renewed civil war.

On the third anniversary of former Prime
Minister Hariri’'s murder, the international com-
munity must renew its commitment to the peo-
ple of Lebanon and again speak out against
the campaign of naked aggression that has
left the March 14 movement only two parlia-
mentarians away from losing their hard won
majority. We must renew our demand that Da-
mascus and Tehran lift their boots off Leb-
anon’s neck. And we must ensure that justice
is done in the case of Rafiqg Hariri and all the
other victims of the 3 year campaign to deny
Lebanon its rightful place among free and
independent nations. Toward that end, the
United States and the rest of the international
community must make it crystal clear to Syria
that the Special Tribunal established by the
United Nations Security Council to investigate
the terrorist attack on February 14, 2005, is
not a bargaining chip to be traded away. The
interests of justice in this case far outweigh
any concession that the government of Syria
might hope to offer. The guilty must be held
accountable for their crimes.

The international community has spoken fre-
quently and eloquently through United Nations
Security Council resolutions in support of the
sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity and polit-
ical independence of Lebanon under the sole
and exclusive authority of the Government of
Lebanon, and has demanded the disarmament
of all armed groups in Lebanon. These goals
and this unity of purpose must not be aban-
doned or allowed to wither either from self-in-
terest or distraction. The enemies of Lebanon
believe they have time on their side—that they
merely need to wait us out and Lebanon will
once again be theirs to control.

The conflict in Lebanon is not a sideshow in
the Middle East, it is the main event. Lebanon
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